
 

April 14, 2015 will mark the 150th 
anniversary of the assignation of 
Springfield’s favorite son Abra-
ham Lincoln. With many events 
planned to commemorate this 
history changing event Tyrian 
Lodge takes a moment to reflect 
back on the lodge’s connection to 
our 16th president.  

Abraham Lincoln was not a free-
mason, but his admiration of the 
Fraternity is documented in 
statements he made at the time 
and he was well acquainted with 
many brothers of the craft in 
Springfield. One of Lincolns' clos-
est friends was Bowling Green a 
Freemason, Master of his local 
Masonic lodge, and a member of 
the original Grand Lodge of Illi-
nois. When Green died in Febru-
ary of 1842, Springfield Lodge No. 
4 invited Lincoln to give remarks 
during the Masonic services for 
Bro. Green.  

Lincoln’s political idol in politics 
Senator Henry served as Grand 
Master of Kentucky. During the 
height of the Anti-Masonic party 
in the United States (the early 

A Brush With Greatness 

M A R C H   2 0 1 5  V O L U M E  1  I S S U E  2  

1830s) and during the time that 
Clay was running for President of 
the United States, Clay refused to 
denounce the Masonic fraternity, 
even though it would have 
helped him politically. 

He petitioned Tyrian Lodge 
No.333 in 1860, but later with-
drew his petition when he decid-
ed to run for President of the 
United States. Mr. Lincoln was 
called upon by the Grand Lodge 
of Illinois during recess of an an-
nual meeting to discuss his deci-
sion to withdraw his petition. 
During that meeting, Lincoln told 

the committee "Gentleman, I have 
always entertained a profound 
respect for the Masonic fraternity 
and have long cherished a desire 
to become a member." He contin-
ued, “But I am a candidate for 
political office and by some such 
action might be misconstrued. For 
this reason, I must for the present 
time refrain."  

He was afraid his petition would 
be seen as an attempt to pander 
for the votes of Freemasons; 
something he was unwilling to do.  
It was his intention to re-submit 
his petition and receive the de-
grees of Freemasonry after his 
Presidency was over; a promise he 
never had a chance to fulfill.  

On Good Friday, April 14, 1865, 
Lincoln was assassinated at Ford’s 
Theatre by John Wilkes Booth. 
Upon the death of the president, 
Tyrian Lodge No. 333 adopted, on 
April 17, 1865, a resolution to say 
"that the decision of President 
Lincoln to postpone his application 
for the honors of Freemasonry, lest 
his motives be misconstrued, is the 
highest degree honorable to his 
memory." 
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Read the complete resolution  on our website, www.tyrianlodge333.org/lincoln.htm 

On March 22, 2014 Tyrian Lodge 

No. 333 sponsored two special 

judging awards at the Annual 

Illinois Junior Academy of Science 

(IJAS) Region 10 Science Fair.  

One award of $50 dollars was 

given to Tayli Sheckleton of 

Franklyn Middle School in Spring-

field and the High School Award 

of $100 was given to  Kelly Ar-

nold of Southeastern High School 

in Augusta.  Tyrian will once 

again be  giving special judging 

awards this year. The fair will be 

held on March 21, at the LLCC. 

We will announce the winners I 

the Spring newsletter.  

The  BFMSA is given to reward 

the youth who have shown an 

interest  and aptitude in science 

and to keep that interest alive. 

2015 Benjamin Franklin Masonic Science Award 
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“We 

understand 

that there are 

many reasons 

that a lodge 

dues may end 

up at the 

bottom of the 

pile of your 

financial 

obligations.“ 

Activities And Programs 

2015 

March 7th Tyrian Lodge No.333 will be having an all you can eat Pancake & Sausage Break-

fast. The breakfast will be from 8 to 11 and the price is $8.00 per person, 10 & under eat 

free, so bring the kids and grandkids and come out and enjoy a great breakfast prepared by 

your Brothers at the Masonic Center, 1020 Rickard Rd, Springfield IL 62704 

May 16th  The 2nd Annual Past Masters Dinner. This is a time that we honor our Past Mas-

ters so we urge all of you to come out and join in the festivities. There will be good food, 

great fellowship, entertainment and also a silent auction. All the proceeds from the silent 

auction will go to The James Project, a not-for-profit that provides support for orphans and 

fostering families in our community. If you or someone you know would like to make a dona-

tion for the silent auction please contact Bro. Paul Wiseman at (217) 899-2908 

In an effort to reach out to the widows of our departed brethren the lodge mailed Christmas cards and 

the feedback has been positive. We look forward to other outreach programs in the future.  

If there are programs or activities you would like to see the lodge do please let us know. Email us at 

lodge333@comcast.net. The feedback of our members is always appreciated.  

Find us on 

Dues Blues 
general fund to cover the costs 

of these delinquent brothers. 

Over the years the lodge has 

paid several hundreds if not 

thousands of that could have 

been put to better uses. 

Terminating a brother’s mem-

bership for non-payment 

seems the simplest course of 

action but we cannot simply 

end a brother’s membership 

for non-payment of dues. The 

grand lodge has set out strict 

guidelines that must be met 

before such action can be taken.  

A Membership Retention Com-

mittee has been established to 

deal with this and will begin try-

ing to contact brothers who are 

behind in their dues. The mem-

bers of the committee will ty to 

ascertain the reason for the de-

linquency. A brother who has 

not paid his dues because of 

some personal or financial hard-

ship can be offered assistance 

because helping a brother in 

need is our obligation as masons. 

If a brother has no further inter-

est in being a member of the 

fraternity he will need to fill out 

a form that states his intentions 

and he will be released from his 

obligation. If you are behind in 

your dues please work with the 

Retention Committee to resolve 

the issue. 

As happens every year at this 

time our secretary dutiful mails 

out the lodge dues notices to all 

lodge members. Most of our 

brothers responsibly pay their 

dues in a timely manner but 

there are some that have missed 

paying a years’ worth or more.  

We understand that there are 

many reasons that a lodge dues 

may end up at the bottom of the 

pile of your financial obligations. 

The fact is that not paying your 

lodge dues puts a burden on our 

lodge every year that is getting 

harder to bear. For every mem-

ber of our lodge we are required 

to pay the Grand Lodge of Illinois 

ten dollars. If a member skips 

paying the lodge his dues we are 

still obligated to pay the grand 

lodge for that member. This 

means taking money from the 

Widows Outreach 

Lodge stated business meetings are held the 2nd Wednesday of the month. 


